
DEKALB COUNTY 
 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

  Sale regulated--1866, 43; 1868, 75; 1869, 307; 1870, 193; 1874, 276; 1880, 167; 1890, 88; 1898, 428 

 

AMBULANCE SERVICE 

  Rescue squads, appropriation by counties and municipalities--1978, 1751 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

  Compensation--1947, 358; (GBLA) 1965 2nd Sp. Sess., 152; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 621; 1971, 657, 

660 

  Election--1955, 971 

  Election by districts, advisory referendum--96-392, 480 

  Election by single-member districts--1955, 971; repealed--97-443, 750 

  Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1969, 1482; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 624 

  Meetings--1947, 358 

 

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 

  Compensation--(GBLA) 1977, 402 

  Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1965, 648; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 620; 

    1971, 669; 1975, 1547; 1977, 781 

 

BOARD OF HEALTH 

  Fees for certain services--88-558, 874 

 

BOARD OF REGISTRARS 

  Clerk, compensation--(GBLA) 1971, 3099; repealed--(GBLA) 1975 3rd Sp. Sess., 369 

  Compensation--1898, 227; (GBLA) 1964, 220; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 618; (GBLA) 1973, 931; 

(GBLA) 1977, 402 

  Election officers, compensation--1964, 215 

  Election officers, expense allowance--80-191, 268 

  Expense allowance--1971, 669; 1977, 781 

  Meetings--(GBLA) 1961, 2281; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 617; 1971, 660 

  Voter reidentification--1955, 1146; 1956, 178; 1961, 452; 1965 Sp. Sess., 89; 1976, 453 

 

BOARD OF REVENUE--See also COUNTY COMMISSION; COURT OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS 

  Abolished--1955, 889 

  Created--1939, 147 

  Duties, compensation--1947, 388; 1951, 902 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Altered--1843, 69, 158; 1847, 363; 1853, 184; 1857, 337; 1859, 523; 1866, 420, 677; 1869, 449; 1871, 

161; 1875, 350; 1876, 235; 1884, 261; 1900, 1077 

 

CLERK, CIRCUIT COURT 

  Clerical assistance--1957, 603 

  Compensation--1951, 799; 1957, 505, 603; (GBLA) 1961, 1211; 1967, 1298; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 

616; 1971, 659; referendum--1973, 1371 

  Duties altered--1951, 799 



  Expenses of state organization, payment--1973, 615 

  Fees established--1872, 143; repealed--1886, 847 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 134 (ratified 1957)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

clerk. 

  Constitutional Amendment 184 (ratified 1961)--Legislature prohibited from regulating compensation of 

clerk without referendum. Repealed by Constitutional Amendment 337 (ratified 1974). 

 

CLERK, COUNTY COURT 

  Duties and compensation--1949, 112, 575 

  Fees established--1936, 62 

 

COLLINSVILLE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

CONSTABLES 

  Fees established--1890, 67; 1898, 985 

 

CORONER 

  Compensation--97-269, 485 

  Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1969, 1076, 1544; (GBLA) 1971, 626, 627; 1971, 667; 82-235, 300; 2003-

256, 623 

 

CORPORATIONS 

  Alabama Manufacturing Company, incorporated--1890, 633 

  Andrews Institute, incorporated--1876, 288 

  Checks or due bills--1892, 757 

  Fairview M.E. Church, South, incorporated--1890, 50 

  Fort Payne Coal and Iron Company--1890, 69 

  Foster Hardware Manufacturing Company--1890, 633 

  Friendship Baptist Church, incorporated--1890, 50 

  North Alabama College, incorporated--1894, 474 

  Valley Head High School, incorporated--1898, 1496 

 

COSMETOLOGY 

  Practice regulated--1971, 4194 

 

COUNTY COMMISSION--See also BOARD OF REVENUE; COURT OF COUNTY 

COMMISSIONERS 

  Appointment during election year limited--1975, 1707 

  Association for retarded children, appropriation--82-662, 78 

  Borrowing authorized--(GBLA) 1969, 951; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 625; 1971, 658 

  Chair combined with office of judge of probate, advisory referendum--96-382, 470 

  Chair, compensation--1975, 1550; 97-557, 989 

  Chair, service full-time, compensation, duties--1955, 889; 1961, 482; repealed--2000-360, 564 

  Chair, service part-time--97-557, 989; amended 97-926, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 376 

  Compensation--1961, 482; 97-557, 989 

  Contingent fund established--(GBLA) 1969, 1641 

  Election and term--1961, 482; 1969, 889; 1975, 1551; amended--91-454, 827 

  Election by districts, advisory referendum--96-422, 535 

  Election by single-member districts--97-557, 989 

  Established--1955, 889; superseded--1969, 889 



  Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1967, 187; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 621; 1971, 667; 1975, 1424; 79-549, 

996 

  Home rule power, authorized to levy various taxes--91-610, 1148; validated and repealed--93-525, 856 

  Meetings--1961, 482; amended--91-454, 827 

  Realignment of commission, advisory referendum--96-422, 535 

  Redistricting commission established--86-342, 528 

  Reimbursement for out-of-county travel--(GBLA) 1969, 188; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 624 

  Reimbursement, good faith errors--2003-306, 726 

  Retirement or annuity, prohibited from contracting for--1975 3rd Sp. Sess., 369 

  Revenue officer, authority to employ--81-1128, 393 

  Road projects, designation of--1973, 252; 1975, 1549 

  Rural water authority, appropriation--93-265, 402 

  Service part-time--97-557, 989; amended--97-926, 1997 1st Sp. Sess.,376 

  Staggered terms--2003-257, 623 

  Voting centers authorized--2008-176, 291 

 

COUNTY OFFICERS 

  Facsimile signatures on warrants or checks drawn on the treasury--91-457, 829 

  Fees established--1872, 143; repealed--1886, 847 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 134 (ratified 1957)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

county officials. 

  Constitutional Amendment 184 (ratified 1961)--Legislature prohibited from regulating compensation of 

county officials without referendum. Repealed by Constitutional Amendment 337 (ratified 1974). 

  Constitutional Amendment 786--2006-111(ratified 2006)--Supernumerary offices, including sheriff, 

abolished, participation in employees’ retirement system. 

 

COUNTY SEAT 

  Location--1836, 38; 1853, 196; 1851, 458; 1875, 348 

 

COURT COSTS 

  Increased for jail and sheriff’s department--2001-489, 830 

  Increased for judicial administration fund--2005-67, 94 

  Increased for juvenile probation--83-677, 1067 

  Increased for law enforcement--98-416, 843 

  Increased for law library--1959, 664; (GBLA) 1969, 2230; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 626; 1971, 661; 91-

607, 1141 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 134 (ratified 1957--Legislature authorized to regulate court costs. 

 

COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS--See also BOARD OF REVENUE; COUNTY 

COMMISSION 

  Abolished--1939, 147 

  Appointment of members--1842, 153 

  Bonds, issuance authorized--1890, 359 

  Compensation--1838, 163 

  Districts altered--1853, 232; 1874, 263; 1876, 154; 1886, 892; 1892, 219 

  Jurisdiction--1857, 260 

  Land reconveyance--1855, 104 

  Special terms--1839, 148; 1844, 14 

  Town commissioners, powers--1843, 53 



  Town trustee, appointment--1886, 995 

 

COURT, CHANCERY 

  Terms--1869, 68 

  Time of--1843, 137; 1878, 96; 1886, 134; 1888, 24; 1911, 299 

 

COURT, CIRCUIT 

  Appeals to circuit court from county court--1951, 1276 

  Attached to 17th Judicial Circuit, time of holding--1903, 572 

  Court costs increased for jail and sheriff’s department--2001-489, 830 

  Court costs increased for judicial administration fund--2005-67, 94 

  Investigators, law enforcement authority (9th Jud. Cir.)--2004-432, 737; repealed--2013-315, 1099 

  Judge, additional (9th Jud. Cir.)--1949, 547; 1973, 1556 

  Judge, clerk-secretary (9th Jud. Cir.)--1973, 1022, 1871 

  Judge, compensation--(9th Jud. Cir.) 1963, 853; (GBLA Jud. Cir.) 1965 Sp. Sess., 173; (GBLA) 1967, 

195; (GBLA) 1971, 507, 4262; (9th Jud. Cir.) 1976, 785 

  Judge, expense allowance (9th Jud. Cir.)--1973, 1863 

  Judgeship created (9th Jud. Cir.)--95-776, 1848 

  Law enforcement, funding from court costs--98-416, 843 

  Register, clerical assistance--1957, 603 

  Register, compensation--1957, 505, 603; 1967, 1298; (GBLA) 1971, 3776, 3931; 1976, 1019 

  Register, expense allowance--80-687, 1375 

  Register, expenses of state organization--1973, 615 

  Reporter, compensation (9th Jud. Cir.)--1973, 284, 1867; 1977, 1329 

  Terms--1868, 409; 1869, 18; 1873, 59; 1896, 1220 

  Time of--1842, 67; 1845, 46; 1868, 564; 1878, 87; 1880, 59; 1890, 659 

  Witnesses, compensation--1845, 169 

  Witnesses, state, claims--1888, 324 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 134 (ratified 1957)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

register. 

  Constitutional Amendment 184 (ratified 1961)--Legislature prohibited from regulating compensation of 

register without referendum. Repealed by Constitutional Amendment 337 (ratified 1974). 

 

COURT, COUNTY 

  Abolished--1957, 956 

  Appeals to circuit court--1951, 1276 

  Established--1927, 93; 1939, 59; 1961, 437 

  Fine and forfeiture fund, payment of claims--1949, 321 

  Judge, compensation--1951, 77; (GBLA) 1965, 301; (GBLA) 1967, 1471; 1971, 668; (GBLA) 1971, 

620, 623, 3932; (GBLA) 1975, 2047, 3932 

  Judge, expense allowance--1971, 659 

  Juries composed of six members in certain cases--1971, 2900, 3219; 1971, 4450, 4500 

  Jurisdiction transferred from juvenile court--1949, 575 

 

COURT, DISTRICT 

  Court costs increased for jail and sheriff’s department--2001-489, 830 

  Court costs increased for judicial administration fund--2005-67, 94 

  Court costs increased for juvenile probation purposes--83-677, 1067 

  Law enforcement, funding from court costs--98-416, 843 

  Name of inferior court changed to--1973, 637 



 

COURT, INFERIOR 

  Established--1957, 953; 1961, 486 

  Judge, compensation--(GBLA) 1967, 1423; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 623; 1971, 662, 4451; referendum-

-1973, 1371 

  Name changed to district court--1973, 637 

 

COURT, JUVENILE 

  Jurisdiction transferred to county court--1949, 575 

  Juvenile court officers authorized--(GBLA) 1965 Sp. Sess., 88; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 618 

 

COURT MUNICIPAL 

  Court costs increased for jail and sheriff’s department--2001-489, 830 

 

COURT, PROBATE 

  Blank mortgages and deeds--1896, 1475 

  Business licenses, issuance by mail--87-653, 1159 

  Chief clerk, compensation--1971, 658; 1973, 637 

  Clerical assistance--1957, 603; (GBLA) 1965 Sp. Sess., 89; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 619 

  Compensation--1976, 1019 

  Deputy registrars--1976, 775 

  Improved indexing system established, fee--2009-477, 870 

  Judge, compensation--1872, 145; repealed--1886, 847; 1957, 505, 603; (GBLA) 1961, 1211; repealed--

(GBLA) 1971, 616; 1971, 659; referendum--1973, 1371; 98-583, 1289 

  License issuing duties transferred to tax assessor--87-322, 438 

  Motor vehicle license tags, issuance by mail--1973, 588; 80-438, 664 

  Office combined with chair of county commission, advisory referendum--96-382, 470 

  Recording fees--85-942, 1985 2nd Sp. Sess., 268 

  Redemption of land, duties transferred to tax collector--79-346, 559 

  Reimbursement, good faith errors--2003-306, 726 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 134 (ratified 1957)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

probate judge. 

  Constitutional Amendment 184 (ratified 1961)--Legislature prohibited from regulating compensation of 

probate judge without referendum. Repealed by Constitutional Amendment 337 (ratified 1974). 

 

COURT, SUPERIOR 

  Abolished--1961, 437 

  Established--1957, 956 

  Fine and forfeiture fund, dispositions--1959, 210 

  Reporter, appointment and compensation--1959, 442 

 

CROSSVILLE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

DEER HEAD COVE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY--See also SOLICITOR, COUNTY 

  Compensation--99-216, 276 

  Deputy, appointment (9th Jud. Cir.)--1973, 2099 

  Deputy, full-time position--1975, 1559 

  Expense allowance--(GBLA Jud. Cir.) 1965 Sp. Sess., 172; (GBLA) 1967, 197; (GBLA) 1971, 508, 



619, 4261; (9th Jud. Cir.) 1973, 1863 

  Investigators, law enforcement authority (9th Jud. Cir.)--2004-432, 737; repealed--2013-315 

  Investigators provided with badge and pistol at retirement--2013-315, 1099 

  Solicitors' fund (9th Jud. Cir.)--1961, 2171 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

  Community Development Commission created, membership, duties--2007-363, 713; amended--2008-83 

  Community Development Fund, established--2007-363, 713; amended--2008-83 

  Economic development authority created--93-540, 891 

  Industrial Development Authority established, membership, term--2010-728, 1833; amended--2011-242, 

439 

 

ELECTIONS 

  Beat Number 19, establishment--1859, 516 

  Election officers, compensation--1964, 215 

  Election officers, expense allowance--80-191, 268 

  Prohibition--1874, 276 

  Voter reidentification--1955, 1146; 1956, 178; 1961, 452; 1965 Sp. Sess., 89; 1976, 453 

  Voting centers authorized--2008-176, 291 

 

ENERGY 

  Wind energy conversion system, permit required; safety regulations; abandonment--2015-348; 2015-387 

 

ENGINEER, COUNTY 

  Employment to maintain roads--80-686, 1371 

  Office established--80-686, 1371; repealed--99-357, 561 

  Surveyor, fees--1861, 205; 1865, 466 

 

ESTABLISHMENT OF COUNTY 

  DeKalb County established--1836, 170 

 

FINE AND FORFEITURE FUND 

  Costs and fees, quarterly payment--1936, 62 

  Created--1939, 6 

  Disposition to superior court--1959, 210 

  Fees chargeable to--1939, 88 

  Payments--1844, 4; 1845, 176 

  Registration and payment of claims--1851, 336; 1859, 516; 1861, 205; 1872, 145; 1919, 116 

 

FIRE PROTECTION 

  Constitutional Amendment 637--97-810 (ratified 1998)--Ad valorem tax outside Fort Payne to fund. 

  Constitutional Amendment 728--2002-273 (ratified 2002)--Ad valorem tax levied for fire protection. 

 

FORT PAYNE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

FYFFE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

GAME AND FISH 

  Camp hunting prohibited--1876, 181 

  Game, preservation--1894, 5 

  Hunting on lands of another--1896, 425 



  Hunting preserves regulated--(GBLA) 1967, 1362; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 622; 1971, 664 

  License for one-day hunting--1976, 358 

  Nighttime raccoon and opossum hunting--1975, 1550 

  Steel traps prohibited--(GBLA) 1971, 328; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 2652, 3455 

 

GERALDINE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

HAMMONDVILLE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

HEALTH 

  Board of health, fees for certain services--88-558, 874 

  Septic tank permits, approval fee--79-477, 878; repealed--2017-168; 2017-243 

  Subdivision regulations not applicable to septic tanks in certain areas--79-477, 878 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 814--2007-357 (ratified 2008)--Methadone clinics prohibited unless 

approved by voters in the county. 

 

HENAGAR--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES 

  Construction and maintenance--1900, 54; 1911, 300; 1927, 246; 1939, 211; 1957, 77; 1959, 50, 835; 

repealed--1961, 1515 

  County commission authorized to designate projects--1973, 252; 1975, 1549 

  DeSoto Parkway, certain highway designated as--1959, 1116 

  Engineer, employment to maintain roads--80-686, 1371 

  Gasoline tax--1959, 1107; 1971, 1459; 1975, 2056; 80-190, 267; 99-228, 293; 99-230, 295 

  Highway and traffic fund distribution--(GBLA) 1976, 726 

  Hill, G. E., Bridge, designation--1959, 1116 

  Overseer, appointment--1915, 464; repealed--1919, 80 

  Public road and bridge fund--1975, 1802; repealed--99-229, 294 

  Road and bridge fund, use regulated--1975, 1503, 1802 

  Road work, provided for--1845, 183; 1896, 250 

  Road work, tax for--1894, 1146; 1919, 152 

  Surveyor, fees--1861, 205; 1865, 466 

  Unit road system--80-686, 1371 

 

HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

  Established--1961, 475 

 

HOSPITALS 

  Commission established--1963, 955 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 65 (ratified 1948)--Hospital tax authorized. 

 

IDER--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

INDIGENT--See also PUBLIC WELFARE 

 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 

  Authority established--79-403, 623 

  Industrial Development Authority established, membership, term--2010-728, 1833; amended--2011-242, 



439 

 

JAILS 

  Jail store and inmate telephone service, operated by sheriff--2006-186, 264 

 

JURIES 

  Commission, compensation--(GBLA) 1963, 920; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 617; 1971, 657; 1973, 615; 

(GBLA) 1977, 402; 1977, 781 

  Compensation--1844, 183; 1849, 402; 1859, 44; 1871, 376; 1964, 216 

  County court juries composed of six members in certain cases--1971, 2900, 3219; 1971, 4450, 4500 

  Jury tickets--1844, 50 

  Selection--1845, 189 

  Summoning--1855, 143 

  Trials--1853, 230; repealed--1878, 284 

 

JUSTICES OF PEACE 

  Registration of judgments--1898, 777 

  Regulated--1853, 68; 1855, 79 

 

JUVENILES 

  Court costs increased for juvenile probation purposes--83-677, 1067 

  Court having jurisdiction authorized to appoint officers--(GBLA) 1965 Sp. Sess., 88; (GBLA) 1971, 

618; 1971, 662 

  Jurisdiction transferred--1949, 575 

 

LAW LIBRARY 

  Established--1959, 664; (GBLA) 1969, 2230; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 626; 1971, 661; 91-607, 1141 

 

LICENSE INSPECTOR 

  Office abolished--1973, 174; repealed--91-455, 828 

 

LICENSES 

  Business licenses, issuance by mail--87-653, 1159 

  Cosmetology--1971, 4194 

  Peddlers of medicine--1896, 156 

  Transient vendors--1957, 282 

  Veterinary medicine, regulated--1927, 342 

 

MENTONE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

MILITIA 

  Additional regiment--1838, 177 

  Company beats--1849, 416 

  Patrol, law repealed in part--1853, 137 

 

MINES AND MINING 

  Coal severance tax--1975, 1803; (GBLA) 1976, 779, 913 

  Explosives, county and municipalities authorized to regulate--1977, 777 

 

MOBILE HOMES 

  Identification tags--1973, 637; repealed--86-396, 583 



 

MOTOR VEHICLES 

  License issuing division established--87-322, 438 

  License tags, issuance by mail--1973, 588; 80-438, 664 

 

MUNICIPALITIES 

  Rescue squads, appropriation by counties and municipalities--1978, 1751 

 

PORTERSVILLE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

POWELLS CROSS ROADS--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

PROBATE JUDGE--See COURT, PROBATE 

 

PROPERTY 

  Blank mortgages and deeds--1896, 1475 

  Court of county commissioners to reconvey certain land--1855, 104 

  Eminent domain, waterworks--1896, 1274 

  Exemptions, execution--1865, 101 

  Indexing fee for recording--2009-477, 870 

  Judgments, sale of property levied on, notice--1861, 18 

  Recording fees--85-942, 1985 2nd Sp. Sess., 268 

  Redemption of land, duties--79-346, 559 

  Sixteenth section lands, sale suspended--1873, 166 

 

PUBLIC WELFARE 

  Destitute families, provision--1864, 131 

  Indigent families of confederate veterans--1863, 115 

  Paupers, support of--1838, 19 

 

PUBLICATION 

  Legal notices--1869, 337; repealed--1878, 284 

  Notices, sale of property--1861, 18 

 

RAINSVILLE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

RECORDS 

  Indexing fee--2009-477, 870 

  Recording fees--85-942, 1985 2nd Sp. Sess., 268 

 

RELIEF ACTS 

  Acree, T. C.--1931, 96 

  Adkins, Richard Smith--1963, 654; 1965, 207 

  Bailey, Evrell--1969, 711 

  Barksdale, Billy Ray--1978, 580 

  Bell, G. W.--1900, 2044 

  Blaylock, Pascal, heirs of--1949, 107 

  Campbell, A. Luty--1949, 308 

  Chitwood, Richard--1898, 227 

  Dennis, E. A.--1898, 1508 

  Faulkner, J. N. B.--1900, 2539 



  Franklin, A. G.--1890, 403 

  Hordage, A. J.--1900, 2044 

  Monroe, S. D., bondsmen of--1896, 513 

  Shankles, T. A.--1898, 1508 

  Troxtel, John R.--1966, 531 

 

RESCUE SQUADS 

  Appropriation by counties and municipalities--1978, 1751 

 

REVENUE COMMISSIONER 

  Compensation--98-583, 1289 

  Office established, referendum--91-328, 646 

 

SCHOOLS 

  Bethel school district created--1898, 1339 

  Bus drivers, compensation--1963, 975 

  Draughdrill school district created--1900, 2153 

  Graves school district created--1900, 316 

  Hendrixville school district created--1900, 1915 

  Junior college establishment--1961, 2095 

  Loveless school district created--1900, 2667 

  Mount Zion school district created--1896, 634; 1900, 926 

  Powell school district created--1900, 926 

  Scholarship and loan commission created--1975, 1548 

  Sixteenth section lands, sale suspended--1873, 166 

  Special property tax--1892, 312; repealed--1900, 132 

  Textbooks--1892, 932; 1896, 202 

  Valley Head school district created--1886, 962 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 146 (ratified 1960)--School tax levied. 

  Constitutional Amendment 210 (ratified 1962)--Warrants payable from school taxes regulated. 

 

SHERIFF 

  Clerical assistance--1957, 603 

  Compensation--1872, 145; repealed--1886, 847; 1957, 505, 603; (GBLA) 1961, 1211; 1967, 1298; 

repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 616; 93-505, 844; 93-537, 884 

  Costs, quarterly payments--1936, 62 

  Deputy, additional--1936, 25; 1947, 235; 1951, 1252; 1955, 341; 1957, 104; 1959, 231; 1965 Sp. Sess., 

88 

  Deputy, compensation--1951, 538; 1959, 231; 1961, 451; (GBLA) 1962, 109; 1965, 206; 1965 Sp. Sess., 

87; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 617; 1973, 616 

  Deputy, hazardous pay--81-914, 50 

  Duties altered--1866, 56 

  Employees merit system--1978, 320 

  Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1967, 346; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 622; 2003-259, 624 

  Law enforcement, funding from court costs--98-416, 843 

  License inspector duties, office abolished--1973, 174; repealed--91-455, 828 

  Jail store and inmate telephone service--2006-186, 264 

  Pistol permit fees--(GBLA) 1969, 1642; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 625; 1971, 663; 81-582, 969; 

amended--91-456, 828; amended-2007-278, 377 

 



  Constitutional Amendment 134 (ratified 1957)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

sheriff. 

  Constitutional Amendment 184 (ratified 1961)--Legislature prohibited from regulating compensation of 

sheriff without referendum. Repealed by Constitutional Amendment 337 (ratified 1974). 

 

SOLICITOR, COUNTY--See also DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

  Appointment--1884, 675; repealed--1888, 626 

  Compensation--(GBLA) 1965, 1547; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 619; 1971, 2648, 2900; (GBLA) 1973, 

2101 

  Deputy, duties and compensation--1949, 575; 1961, 622; 1964, 285 

  Expense allowance--1971, 668 

  Office abolished--1964, 285 

  Secretary, compensation--1971, 361 

 

SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION 

  Election--1923, 211; 1935, 186 

  Election by electors residing outside city limits of Fort Payne, advisory referendum--96-383, 470 

  Election by electors residing outside of a municipality served by a city board of education--1923, 211; 

amended--97-558, 990 

 

TAX ASSESSOR 

  Clerical assistance--1957, 603 

  Compensation--1957, 505, 603; 1961, 91; (GBLA) 1961, 1211; 1967, 1298; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 

616; 1971, 659; referendum--1973, 1371; 1976, 1019; 79-347, 560 

  Election--1840, 17 

  License issuing division established--87-322, 438 

  Motor vehicle license tags, assessing by mail--80-438, 664 

  Office abolished, referendum--91-328, 646 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 134 (ratified 1957)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of tax 

assessor. 

  Constitutional Amendment 184 (ratified 1961)--Legislature prohibited from regulating compensation of 

tax assessor without referendum. Repealed by Constitutional Amendment 337 (ratified 1974). 

 

TAX COLLECTOR 

  Clerical assistance--1957, 603 

  Compensation--1957, 505, 603; 1961, 91; (GBLA) 1961, 1211; 1967, 1298; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 

616; 1971, 659; referendum--1973, 1371; 1976, 1019; 79-347, 560 

  Election--1840, 17; 1842, 136 

  License issuing duties transferred to tax assessor--87-322, 438 

  Motor vehicle license tags, issuance by mail--80-438, 664 

  Office abolished, referendum--91-328, 646 

  Redemption of land, duties--79-346, 559 

  Reimbursement, good faith errors--2003-306, 726 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 134 (ratified 1957)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of tax 

collector. 

  Constitutional Amendment 184 (ratified 1961)--Legislature prohibited from regulating compensation of 

tax collector without referendum. Repealed by Constitutional Amendment 337 (ratified 1974). 

 

TAXATION 



  Ad valorem tax for educational purposes--1959, 721; ad valorem tax payment penalty--91-329, 648 

  Coal severance tax--1975, 1803; (GBLA) 1976, 779, 913 

  Gasoline tax--1939, 211; 1949, 496; 1951, 824; 1955, 97; 1959, 197, 1107; (GBLA) 1969, 2019; 

repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 659; 1971, 1459; 1975, 2026; (GBLA) 1975, 2644; (GBLA) 1976, 224, 779; 

1976, 776; 1978, 1310; 80-190, 267; 99-228, 293; 99-230, 295 

  Home rule power, taxes may be levied by county commission--91-610, 1148; validated and repealed--

93-525, 856 

  Jury tickets, not received for taxes--1844, 50 

  Lodging tax--79-604, 1068; 2000-469, 890 

  Occupation licenses, issuance by mail--87-653, 1159 

  Peddlers of medicine, taxed--1896, 156 

  Pin alleys--1853, 82 

  Road work, tax for--1894, 1146; 1919, 152 

  Special property tax--1842, 138; 1871, 376; repealed--1872, 216; 1898, 1615 

  Tobacco tax--1975, 2337; 85-557, 856 

  Transient occupancy tax--79-604, 1068; 2000-469, 890 

  TVA payments in lieu of taxes--82-502, 832; amended--2006-404, 1012; amended--2009-494, 913; 

amended--2013-405, 1549 

 

  Constitutional Amendment 65 (ratified 1948)--Hospital tax authorized. 

  Constitutional Amendment 146 (ratified 1960)--School tax levied. 

  Constitutional Amendment 210 (ratified 1962)--Warrants payable from school taxes regulated. 

  Constitutional Amendment 637--97-810 (ratified 1998)--Ad valorem tax outside Fort Payne to fund fire 

protection. 

  Constitutional Amendment 728--2002-273 (ratified 2002)--Ad valorem tax levied for fire protection. 

  Constitutional Amendment 813--2007-227, 2007-318 (ratified 2008)--County occupational tax 

prohibited. 

 

TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY 

  Payments in lieu of taxes, distribution--82-502, 832; amended--2006-404, 1012; amended--2009-494, 

913; amended--2013-405, 1549 

 

TREASURER, COUNTY 

  Election--1851, 477 

 

VALLEY HEAD--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

VAN BUREN--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS 

 

VETERANS 

  Confederate, indigent families of--1863, 115 

  Confederate, widows, pensions--1903, 317 

 

VETERINARIANS 

  Regulated--1927, 342 

 

VOTERS 

  Election officers, compensation--1964, 215 

  Election officers, expense allowance--80-191, 268 

  Reidentification--1955, 1146; 1956, 178; 1961, 452; 1965 Sp. Sess., 89; 1976, 453 

  Voting centers authorized--2008-176, 291 



 

WATERS AND WATERCOURSES 

  Big Wills Creek--1870, 98 

  Hughes, D., authorized to erect dam--1872, 216 

  Little River Preservation Commission--1976, 243 

  Public water authority created--89-426, 893; amended--97-891, 1997 1st Sp. Sess., 251; amended-2003-

379, 1074 

  Rural water authority, appropriation from county commission--93-265, 402 

  Rural water authority, ad valorem tax distribution payment penalty--91-329, 648 

  Waterworks eminent domain--1896, 1274 

 

ZONING 

  Subdivision regulations of health department not applicable to septic tanks in certain areas--79-477, 878 

 

LOCAL LAWS APPLYING TO MUNICIPALITIES OF DEKALB COUNTY 

 

COLLINSVILLE 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

  Sale of draft or keg beer or malt beverages authorized--2015-180 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1955, 311; 1966, 622; 1969, 2361; 2003-330, 809; 2010-272, 493 

 

CHARTER 

  Adopted--1900, 1753 

 

CROSSVILLE 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1965, 205; 2007-483, 1030; deannexation--2008-439, 842; annexed--2009-604, 

1763 

 

DEER HEAD COVE 

 

MILITIA 

  Company beat, authorized--1840, 95 

 

FORT PAYNE 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

  Sale of draft or keg beer and malt beverages authorized--2015-40; 2015-56 

  Sunday sales, authorized--2018-55; 2018-168 

 

BANKS 

  Branch banks authorized--1973, 294 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1915, 174; 1931, 236, 238; 1947, 242; 1951, 1915; 1957, 91; 1962, 170, 171; 

1963, 724; 1966, 596; 1967, 108; 1969, 812; 1975, 1739; 79-596, 1057; 85-902, 1985 2nd Sp. Sess., 

174; 87-736, 1429; 93-895, 1993 1st Sp. Sess., 180; 98-296, 483; 2010-223, 405; deannxed--2012-



166, 248; 2013-296, 1009 

 

CORPORATIONS 

  North Alabama College at Ft. Payne incorporated--1894, 474 

 

GOVERNING BODY 

  City council, election--80-189, 266 

 

INCORPORATION 

  Fort Payne incorporated--1888, 860; 1890, 313; 1898, 1300 

 

POLICE 

  Hazardous duty compensation--81-915, 50 

 

TAXATION 

  Constitutional Amendment 234 (ratified 1965)--School tax levied. 

  Constitutional Amendment 279 (ratified 1967)--Property tax for schools authorized. 

 

FYFFE 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1957, 400; 1971, 2724, 2902; 1973, 1376; 1975, 1509; 1976, 912 

 

GERALDINE 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1957, 342; 1965, 646; 1971, 2648, 2901 

 

HAMMONDVILLE 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1957, 951; 1963, 1013; 1967, 1421; 87-735, 1427; 89-840, 1689 

 

HENAGAR 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1967, 1520; 1977, 779 

 

IDER 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1976, 453; 95-695, 1513; 96-411, 519 

 

MENTONE 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1969, 1543; 95-695, 1513 

 

PINE RIDGE 

 

BOUNDARIES 



  Corporate limits altered--97-524, 918 

 

PORTERSVILLE 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

  Prohibition, enacted--1870, 193 

 

POWELLS CROSS ROADS 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1966, 532 

 

RAINSVILLE 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1957, 95; 1976, 473; 97-584, 1033; 2001-667, 1389; 2009-765, 2346 

 

TAXATION 

  Sales and use tax--1976, 470; amended-2003-318, 779; repealed and replaced--2003-319, 781; amended-

-2005-60, 89 

 

VALLEY HEAD 

 

BOUNDARIES 

  Corporate limits altered--1971, 3535, 3651; 84-647, 1301; 86-458, 836; 89-839, 1688 

 

VAN BUREN 

 

INCORPORATION 

  Van Buren incorporated--1842, 110 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

 

COUNTY OFFICERS 

  Constitutional Amendment 134 (ratified 1957)--Legislature authorized to regulate court costs and 

compensation of county officials. 

  Constitutional Amendment 184 (ratified 1961)--Legislature prohibited from regulating compensation of 

county officials without referendum. Repealed by Constitutional Amendment 337. 

  Constitutional Amendment 337 (ratified 1974)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

county officials. Repeals Constitutional Amendment 184. 

  Constitutional Amendment 786--2006-111 (ratified 2006)--Supernumerary offices, including sheriff, 

abolished, participation in employees’ retirement system. 

  Constitutional Amendment 845--2010-227 (ratified 2010)--Special election to fill certain vacancies 

authorized, repealed by Constitutional Amendment 912. 

  Constitutional Amendment 912--2015-500, 2015 1st Sp. Sess. (ratified 2016)--Constitutional 

Amendment 845 (ratified 2010), repealed. 

 

COURT COSTS 

  Constitutional Amendment 134 (ratified 1957)--Legislature authorized to regulate court costs and 

compensation of county officials. 

 



COURT, PROBATE 

  Constitutional Amendment 134 (ratified 1957)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

probate judge. 

  Constitutional Amendment 184 (ratified 1961)--Legislature prohibited from regulating compensation of 

probate judge without referendum. Repealed by Constitutional Amendment 337 (ratified 1974). 

  Constitutional Amendment 337 (ratified 1974)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of 

probate judge. Repeals Constitutional Amendment 184. 

 

FIRE PROTECTION 

  Constitutional Amendment 637--97-810 (ratified 1998)--Ad valorem tax outside Fort Payne to fund fire 

protection. 

  Constitutional Amendment 728--2002-273 (ratified 2002)--Ad valorem tax levied for fire protection, 

Amendment 637, amended. 

 

FORT PAYNE, CITY OF 

  Constitutional Amendment 838--2009-391 (ratified 2010)--Inmates of city jail authorized to work on 

public and private property. 

 

HEALTH 

  Constitutional Amendment 814 2007-357 (ratified 2008)--Methadone clinics prohibited unless approved 

by voters in the county. 

 

TAXATION 

  Constitutional Amendment 65 (ratified 1948)--Hospital tax authorized. 

  Constitutional Amendment 146 (ratified 1960)--School tax levied. 

  Constitutional Amendment 210 (ratified 1962)--Warrants payable from school taxes regulated. 

  Constitutional Amendment 234 (ratified 1965)--Fort Payne, school tax levied. 

  Constitutional Amendment 279 (ratified 1967)--Fort Payne, property tax for schools authorized. 

  Constitutional Amendment 637--97-810 (ratified 1998)--Ad valorem tax outside Fort Payne to fund fire 

protection. 

  Constitutional Amendment 813--2007-227, 2007-318 (ratified 2008)--County occupational tax 

prohibited. 

 
 


